
7 STEPS OF RESEARCH: 
A Map of the Research Process 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Define Your Topic: 
 
 Narrow or broaden as needed! 
 What do you know? 
 What do you need to know? 
 
Keywords/Synonyms: 
_____________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 

 

Tool: Online Catalogs 
__________________
__________________ 

Tool:  Databases and Print 
Indexes 
_____________________
_____________________

Tool: Search 
Engines 
____________
____________
____________

Tool:Encyclopedias, 
Reference Books, 
Experts 

4. Find Articles: 
Magazines, Journals, 
Newspapers 
2. Gather 
Background 
Information 
T
r
b
w

 
 
 
 

3. Find Books: 
Reference Books, 
Circulating Books,
eBooks 
6. Evalu
Informa

Tool: Citation Guides  and Webpage 
http://www.nmc.edu/library/how/cite.html-
--And NoodleBib 

Tool: Evaluating Resources w
http://www.nmc.edu/library/how

he research process is cyclical, reflective process, not a linear one. As you progress through yo
esearch, you will often backtrack, leap out, and return to and revise your initial information need
ecome a more experienced researcher, you will have a better sense of what step you need to b
ith or jump to at the different points in your quest for information. 
5. Search the 
Internet
ate  
tion 

eb page 
/evaluate.html
7. Cite Resources in a 
Bibliography 
ur 
. As you 
egin 

http://www.nmc.edu/library/how/cite.html

