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2004:

“The potential for the Water Studies
Institute is as great as the need. The
long-range importance of freshwater
to Michigan and the nation can't
be overstated.”

EDITORIAL,
TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE
FEBRUARY 26, 2004
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A Rotary Charities of Traverse
grants $1 million to the Water
Studies Institute and joins with
the three Traverse City Rotary
Clubs in selecting the Water
Studies Institute as their 2005
Rotary International Centennial
Project.
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PARTNERSHIP MISSIONS

A $46,100 grant awarded by
Great Lakes Commission to CRA
(Conservation Resource Alliance)
to fund partnership for evaluating
benefits of soil erosion best
management practices in streams.
WSI convenes nonprofits and
funders to help organize program.
CRA’s Amy Beyer and Laura
Kuehn lead effort.
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A Grant awarded to Leelanau
Conservancy/Leelanau Watershed
Council to continue research
involving zebra mussel infestations
and cyanobacterial toxicity
concerns. Leelanau Conservancy’s
Meg Woller and Tim Keilty lead
scientific team.

A WSI coordinates project with
CRA and Traverse City Rotaries to
plant 1,000 trees to restore eroded
stream bank on Manistee River.

WSI INAUGURAL YEAR MILESTONES

“Water was a natural theme for our
Centennial project since were
surrounded by it. And forming the
alliance with NMC and its Great
Lakes Water Studies Institute to
promote and enhance the
stewardship of the lakes seems like
the right thing to do.”

PAUL LAPORTE,
2004 PRESIDENT
TRAVERSE CITY ROTARY

A WSI's Community of Learners
helps develop priorities and
content objectives for NMC'’s
first course focused on water.
Memobers include: Mimi Appel,
Joe Blondia, Anne Brasie, Becky
Cooper, Marguerite Cotto, Tim
Ervin, Constanza Hazelwood,
Dawn lott, Mike Jacobson, Laura
Kuehn, Greg Lacross, and Nancy
Warren.

LEARNING MISSIONS

WSI designs and hosts
“RIPPLE — Research, Inquiry and
Public Partnerships for Local
Environmental Education” — a
Summer Institute for teachers to
join with students and community
leaders to develop science
education about water. WSI
educational consultants Dr. Mary
Whitmore and Mimi Appel lead
program.

A Great Lakes Nonprofit Institute
formed as partnership between
Rotary Charities of Traverse City
and NMC-initial focus on
supporting natural resource
nonprofit organizations. Marsha
Smith, Rotary Charities director,
develops concept with NMC.
Laura Heintzelman manages
Institute, with consultation of
Anne Glendon, nonprofit capacity
building expert.

300 Traverse area grade
schoolers tour WSI and the Great
Lakes Campus and participate in
programs from the Great Lakes
Children’s Museum and the ISEA
(Inland Seas Education
Association).

WSI develops and distributes
a tabloid on “Partner Nonprofit
Summer Environmental
Education Programs” to 44,000
households in the region.

A WS assists Grand Traverse
Conservation District in applying
for grant funds to implement
Boardman River Master Plan with
townships (pending). Conservation
District’s Steve Largent and
Rebecca Teahen lead effort.

A WSI announces internships
for university, college and high
school students. Interns supported
by WSI with CRA, ISEA and
the Watershed Center Grand
Traverse Bay.

CONVENING MISSIONS

A WSI joins U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Michigan
Departments of Environmental
Quality and Natural Resources
and Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council to host statewide
Wetlands Conference at Great
Lakes Campus. MDEQ’s
(Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality) Peg
Bostwick and Cathie Ballard are
key organizers.

A U.S. Senator Carl Levin and
U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow
co-host Regional Lighthouse
Conference involving U.S.
Department of Interior Director
Gail Norton.









