NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES
Monday, October 23, 2017
at Oleson Center, 1881 College Drive
CALL TO ORDER-Chair Kennard R. Weaver called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Trustees present: Douglas S. Bishop, Chris M. Bott, K. Ross Childs, Michael Estes, Rachel
Johnson, Jane T. McNabb, Kennard R. Weaver
Trustees absent:

None

Also present:

President Timothy J. Nelson, Vicki Cook, Jerry Dobek, Becky Donovan, Joy
Evans, Brandon Everest, Diana Fairbanks, Holly Gorton, Colin Kreh, Mark
Liebling, Janet Lively, Todd Neibauer, Linda Racine, Nick Roster, Chris Ruszel,
Dennis Schultz, Stephen Siciliano, Brian Sweeney, Rebecca Teahen, Katie
Thornton

REVIEW OF AGENDA-The agenda was accepted as presented on a motion by Rachel Johnson,
seconded by Doug Bishop, with a unanimous vote.
REPORTS
Audit Presentation-Katie Thornton and Becky Donovan, of Plante & Moran, PLLC, presented on
their external audit of the financial statements of Northwestern Michigan College as of and for the
year ended June 30, 2017, noting their clean, unqualified opinion, the highest level of assurance.
They noted that audits are required for accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission, and to
receive federal grants and aid for students. It was also shared that GASB 77 on Tax Abatements was
implemented for disclosure only. There were no finding� during the compliance audit, the federal
awards audit, or the college audit, and no significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal
controls identified. It was also reported that no adjustments were required as a result of the audit.
The auditors reviewed the audit process and standards followed, as well as key financial highlights
of the audit including revenue comparisons, expenditures comparisons, total activity comparison,
assets, liabilities and net position. In response to a question, the auditors explained the impact of the
required allocation of net pension liability. They also explained the upcoming next year requirement
of GASB 75 that will require the college to recognize its proportionate share of the net health
insurance liability related to its participation in the Michigan School Employees Retirement System
state plan (similar to the net pension liability under GASB 68). They reported that GASB 75 does
not impact funding or cash contributions, or bond ratings. The Board thanked Plante & Moran and
the NMC staff for their continual good work to produce continual clean audits.
Faculty Report - Eclipse--Jerry Dobek, Science Instructor, presented on the total solar eclipse of
August 21, 2017, which he personally witnessed and recorded in Cookeville, Tennessee, where the
skies were clear for viewing within the path of the eclipse in totality. In response to a question,
Dobek explained how this eclipse footage and data would be used with instruction to his science
students currently and in the future.
HLC Update- Category 1: Helping Students Learn-Joy Evans, Executive Director of Research,
Planning and Effectiveness, and Nick Roster, Assessment Coordinator and Science Instructor,

