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Thank 
you. 
Your gifts are changing 
lives. Your generosity 
makes education 
possible for our 
neighbors. Your support 
opens minds and hearts 
through art, culture, and 
lifelong learning. 
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NT One simple phrase summarizes the 
purpose of this annual report: 

Thank you. 
We want to thank you for answering the call to join Be What’s 
Possible: The Campaign for NMC with your generous gifts to 
scholarships, programs, and facilities at the college. You are 
showing the world what’s possible when neighbors come together 
to support education and the arts in our community. 

Thank you. 
When the foundation launched to the public the Be What’s 
Possible campaign in October of 2019, we were overwhelmed
by your generosity. Not long after, the coronavirus pandemic 
began, and you answered the call yet again. You stepped up and 
made gifts to help students stay in school and keep important
community programs running amidst the challenges presented by
the virus. 

Thank you. 
Each story of opportunity and hope in this report was made
possible by your volunteerism, advocacy, and philanthropic 
support. 

Thank you. 

Nick Nissley, Ed. D. 
President, Northwestern Michigan College 

Dr. Nick Nissley, NMC’s 11th President, thanks you for making education and the arts 
possible through your volunteerism, advocacy, and philanthropic support. 
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You helped the Dennos Museum Center 
reopen safely last summer following a 
temporary closure in the spring of 2020. 

You provided students a safe space to learn and collaborate in the new 
West Hall Innovation Center. 
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Thank you for 
Scholarships and Emergency Support 

This year, you made college possible for 1,178 students who 
received scholarship support. 

And, you stepped in to help students during the coronavirus
pandemic with an unprecedented amount of emergency support to
help with tuition, food, bills, and basic needs. 

Here is a story of gratitude from just one of the students whose lives
have been forever changed by your generosity. 

Your scholarship and emergency support saved Kathryn from dropping out of school. 
You helped her pay bills, buy food, and continue taking culinary classes during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Pictured is Kathryn in her baking class in the fall of 2019. 
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Stay In School 
Because of you, Kathryn could pay bills, buy food, and continue 
taking culinary classes during the coronavirus pandemic  

In the spring of 2020, Kathryn and her husband were students at
NMC. Kathryn was taking classes for her baking certificate, as
well as for her bachelor’s degree in business administration. 

When the pandemic hit in March, Kathryn and her husband
both lost their jobs. 

The couple found themselves with a lot of expenses like rent,
groceries, and internet access, and no income. As students, they 
were ineligible for both unemployment and the economic stimulus
check. 

How would they pay bills and stay in school? Would one, or 
both, of them have to drop out to make ends meet? 

That’s when you stepped in. 

Because of you, Kathryn and her husband each received a
scholarship that allowed them to stay enrolled in their summer
classes. 

Kathryn said without the help, “we would have had to drop
the classes, which would have been a huge setback and
disappointment.” 

You helped Kathryn finished the semester strong, and she 
wants you to know, “I am beyond appreciative for all that the 
donors have done to make college students like myself have
hope during these times of uncertainty.” 

“I am beyond 
appreciative 
for all that 
the donors 
have done to 
make college 
students like 
myself have 
hope during 
these times of 
uncertainty.” 
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You kept community programs like the Dennos Museum Center, 
International Affairs Forum, and WNMC Radio going during the Thank you for coronavirus pandemic and campus closure. 

Art, Culture, and Connection 

Here are just a few examples of how you kept these important points
of community connection, information, and healing available for
everyone during a challenging time. 

You made it possible for visitors to the Dennos Museum Center to enjoy art while 
safely distanced and masked. 
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You helped our community connect, process, and heal through programming 
at the Dennos Museum Center 

Since its inception, you’ve made the Dennos Museum Center an important
community-connection point, as well as a place of learning, revitalization, and
healing. 

When the coronavirus pandemic hit, it was more important than ever that our
community had a way to connect, process, and heal. 

You stepped in to ensure museum programming was accessible virtually.
You provided free online concerts with local artists, virtual exhibitions of 
community artwork, and remote panels, lectures, and workshops. 

Additionally, you provided the resources the museum needed to reopen
safely in the summer of 2020. 

Thank you for providing education, connection, and healing through the arts! 

You provided programming on today’s most important topics through 
the International Affairs Forum’s virtual lecture series. Pictured here is 
Ambassador Charles Shapiro (top, center) with NMC staff and faculty, and 
IAF Board Members, during the Foreign Policy Mash Up webinar. 

You Brought the World to Traverse City 
You kept our community informed during the coronavirus pandemic by 
bringing virtual programming on the world’s most pressing issues to the 
people of our region 

Thanks to you, when the coronavirus hit, the International Affairs 
Forum quickly moved its season of programming online. This allowed 
IAF to continue bringing leading international experts to address our
community during the pandemic. 

Additionally, your support allowed NMC students to experience a diversity of 
world views and real-life international experiences through our IAF Student
Leadership Team program, which was able to continue meeting remotely. 

Now more than ever, our community needs to hear from leading 
experts on the most pressing issues of our time—thank you for making 
it possible. 

You made virtual art programming possible through the Dennos Museum Center. Pictured 
is Paul Welch working on his ongoing Portraits of Famous Artists series. Paul was 
featured virtually to talk about this show, Artists in Their Studios. 

13
Pa

ge
 



 

Ar
t, 

Cu
ltu

re
, a

nd
 C

on
ne

ct
io

n

community radio station. 

You’ve kept WNMC on the air during the coronavirus 
pandemic, providing our community an important 
resource for local news and music. 

You Kept Local News and 
Music On The Air 
You kept our community informed, inspired, and connected by 
supporting local news and music on WNMC 

You kept WNMC radio on the air during the coronavirus 
pandemic with your generous philanthropic and volunteer support. 

Because of you, WNMC quickly obtained the computer and
automation resources that were crucial to keeping them on the air, 
despite the temporary closure of the studio in the spring of 2020. 

It’s only possible because of you. Thank you for supporting your 

“By education, 
I mean an 
all-round 
drawing out 
of the best in 
the child and 
man in body, 
mind, and 
spirit.” 
–Mahatma Gandhi 



In the early days of the pandemic, you responded quickly and generously 
with emergency support that kept students in school and importantThank you for community programs operating. 

Responding and Reimagining Then, you helped reimagine the delivery of education to ensure our local 
community—from College for Kids participants to college students to 
Extended Education learners—has access to an NMC education during a 
global pandemic. 
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Reimagined the Future 
Your emergency support kept students in school and important community 
programs running, and your continued generosity delivers education in new ways 
to our community during a global pandemic 

Responding to Crisis 
In the immediate aftermath of the coronavirus outbreak, many NMC students
suddenly found themselves unemployed and faced with difficult choices.
Would they pay the gas bill or buy food? Would they purchase a laptop to 
learn remotely or pay the rent? 

You stepped up in a big way to support The Fund for NMC, which 
provided emergency relief to students. 

You helped students pay rent, buy food, find reliable internet, secure 
childcare, and access mental and physical health resources. Because of
your support, many students who would have otherwise dropped out finished
the spring semester and stayed on track to graduate. 

Along with our students, NMC’s community programs faced immense 
challenges following the initial pandemic outbreak and subsequent closure
of NMC’s physical campuses. Facing lost revenue from admission and ticket 
sales, and the heavy lift of moving programming online, programs like the
Dennos Museum Center, International Affairs Forum, Extended Education, 
and WNMC Radio were left wondering—will we make it through this? 

Thanks to your support, these important points of community
connection, information, and healing made it through. You provided 
budget relief, and the resources needed to move concerts, exhibitions,
lectures, workshops, and radio programming online. 

When students suddenly lost their jobs following the coronavirus 
outbreak, many were unable to pay for basic needs like food and rent as 
well as college tuition. You stepped in and provided essential services like 
the NMC Student Food Pantry. 
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Thanks to your emergency support, our students and programs made it
through the spring of 2020. Then, you continued to support NMC as the
college worked to adapt to the ever-changing global health crisis. 

Because of your support, and the college’s commitment to meeting the 
needs of our local economy, NMC has always been agile and innovative in 
the way we deliver education. 

This year, however, we faced some of our most significant obstacles as 
we began reimagining how to provide accessible education to our entire
community during a global pandemic—from College for Kids programs to
academic courses to Extended Education classes. 

Your continued philanthropic support of students and programs allowed us 
to reimagine and adapt learning, supporting things like: 

• Training in remote teaching for our outstanding faculty;
• Virtual concerts, exhibitions, lectures, and workshops for our 

community;
• Adaptation of our facilities to allow for better social distancing;
• Collaboration with state and local health professionals to create a

comprehensive safety plan;
• Opening the West Hall Innovation Center, which provides alternative 

spaces for students to engage with each other. 

Meeting the needs of our college community required an extraordinary
effort from you and the entire NMC family. Thank you for giving quickly and
generously in the immediate aftermath of the pandemic, and for continuing
to support the college’s reimagining efforts. 

You have shown what’s possible when neighbors come together to 
support education and the arts in our community—in times of crisis
and beyond. 

You reimagined and adapted learning at NMC through support of training 
in remote teaching, transitioning to virtual programming, adapting 
facilities for social distancing, and creating a comprehensive safety plan. 
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Your CELEBRATION 
In October of 2019, you helped us celebrate the launch of Be What’s 

Your WELCOMING 
Last year, you and our community participated in the search for NMC’s 11th 
president. When Dr. Nick Nissley began his tenure on January 1, 2020, you Possible, the first-ever comprehensive campaign for NMC. Together, we will 

raise $35 million for scholarships, programs, and facilities at the college, and welcomed him to the NMC family and our community by inviting him to your
ensure the people of our region have access to affordable, quality education classrooms, homes, and community organizations, and by sharing your NMC
for decades to come. Learn more at nmc.edu/possible stories with him. Learn more at nmc.edu/president 

Supporters celebrate the public launch of Be What’s Possible: The 
Campaign for NMC in October 2019. 

Students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community members met Dr. Nick Nissley, NMC’s 
11th president, at his Welcome Reception in January 2020. Pictured with Dr. Nissley 
is Foundation Board Member Susan Sheldon (left) and Foundation Board Student 
Representative Hannah Witte. Pa

ge
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Your PARTICIPATION 
Your participation in fundraising events like A Taste of Success and the 

Your BBQ SUPPORT 
Your attendance, volunteerism, and support of the NMC BBQ event 
accomplished what the Oleson family and NMC’s founders set out to do 65 

NMC Foundation Board Members Susan Sheldon (left) and Marty Oleson were among 
the golfers who participated safely in the NMC Scholarship Open in August 2020. 

Community members at the last in-person NMC BBQ in May 2019. 
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Scholarship Open provided much-needed support to our students and
programs during a challenging year. Though some events were cancelled,
and others modified for safety, you stepped up to participate in new ways in 
order to bolster the scholarship funds these events support. 

years ago—to build our community’s college. Thank you! While 2020’s virtual 
event was the final NMC BBQ, we look forward to continuing to join you in
support of NMC through scholarship fundraisers like A Taste of Success 
and the Scholarship Open, and programming through the Dennos Museum
Center, International Affairs Forum, and Extended Education. Learn more at 
nmc.edu/bbq 

https://nmc.edu/bbq


Your INNOVATION 
You made the West Hall Innovation Center a reality. Opened in the summer of 
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your service as board and committee members, event volunteers, docents,
DJs, ushers, and so much more. 

Your VOLUNTEERISM 
Your volunteerism kept NMC going through the pandemic. Thank you for 

2020, this multi-story library and flexible learning space will transform the way
education is delivered, prepare students for the jobs of tomorrow, and provide 
our community a space for collaboration. Learn more at nmc.edu/innovation 

A student safely studies in the new West Hall Innovation Center in September 2020. Rebecca Teahen, NMC Foundation Executive Director, and Bruce Byl, NMC Foundation 
Board Member and Be What’s Possible Campaign Co-Chair, joined the many volunteers 
who made the Scholarship Open a successful and safe event in August 2020. Pa
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Your gifts to the NMC Foundation change lives. You make college possible 
for those who could otherwise not afford it. You open minds and hearts 
through art, culture, and lifelong learning. 

The powerful stories in this report were made possible by your volunteerism,
advocacy, and philanthropic support. Thank you for making quality, affordable 
education and lifelong learning available in our community. 

Now more than ever, we need access to the latest information, research, and 
education—thank you for making it possible through your philanthropic gifts. 

Generosity Report 
(July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020) 

Resources Raised Resources Distributed to NMC 

$3.1 Million 

During the 2019-2020 academic
year, the foundation received more 
than $3.1 million from you and the
following sources to support students
and the college. 

$4.1 Million 

During the 2019-2020 academic year, 
the foundation distributed more than 
$4.1 million to support students and
the college from annual gifts as well
as endowment earnings. 

Contributions 62% Scholarships 36% 

Events 9% Program Support 44% 

Endowment (Investment Income) 18% Capital Projects 20% 

Legacies 11% 

Gratefully yours, 

In the wake of the coronavirus, the needs of our students and the college were Rebecca Teahen, CFRE 
greater and more urgent than originally anticipated. Your generosity, past and Associate Vice President, Resource Development 
present, enabled us to meet these needs. Executive Director, NMC Foundation 

Audited fnancial statements are available on our website at nmc.edu/foundation 
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NMC Foundation 

Staf   
Rebecca Teahen // Associate Vice President, Resource Development 

& Executive Director, NMC Foundation 

Lisa Cooper // Campaign Assistant 

Bill Czyzyk // Database & Prospect Research Specialist 

Amanda Gower // Executive Assistant 

Roger Heeres // Development Assistant 

Jennifer Hricik // Leadership Giving Specialist 

Carly McCall // Campaign Coordinator 

Cindy Morgan // Development Assistant 

Paris Morse // Director of Development 

Jill Prior // Annual Giving Assistant 

Paul Schoppe // Financial Assistant 

Katharine Zurek Marvin // Director of Annual Giving 

Honorary and Emeritus Board Members 

NMC Foundation 

Board 
Al Zelinski 
(Chair) 
Fran Gingras
(First Vice-Chair) 
Nick Nissley
(Second Vice-Chair) 
Chris Bott 
(NMC Trustee) 
Jayne Mohr
(Secretary) 
Steve Fisher 
(Treasurer) 
Bill Marsh, Jr. 
(Immediate Past Chair) 
Rebecca Teahen 
(Executive Director) 
Nat Adamson 
Suzanne Allen 

Barbara J. Kausler 
Randall J. Kiessel 
Kenneth P. Kleinrichert, Sr. 
Douglas E. Linder* 
Terry Lobdell 
James D. MacInnes 
Terence Malone 
Patrick J. McCafferty* 

Lorraine Beers 
Barb Benson 
Doug Bishop
(NMC Trustee) 
Cheryl Bloomquist
(Faculty Representative) 
Chris Branson 
Bob Brick 
Bruce Byl 
Kerm Campbell 
Don Coe 
Bill Donberg 
Debbie Edson 
Michael Estes 
(NMC Trustee) 
Mark Lundmark 
Eleanor Lynn 

Robert R. McDonald 
George A. McManus 
Timothy J. Nelson 
Gail M. Nugent 
Shirley S. Okerstrom* 
Gerald E. Oleson, Jr. 
Helen C. Osterlin* 

Paul Maurer 
Chris Millward 
Diana Milock 
Marty Oleson 
Steve Rice 
(Faculty Representative) 
Susan Sheldon 
Dave Shooltz 
Pat Warner 
Jim Weigand 
Hannah Witte 
(Student Representative) 
Timothy Young 
Nancy Zimmer 

Richard L. Redmond Jr. 
Barbara A. Smith 
Edward C. Walker 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Lee Gardner 
Kim Hagerty 
Diana Huckle 
Jim Huckle 

EMERITUS MEMBERS 
Bonnie S. Alfonso 
George W. Anderson* 
Robert M. Andrews 

James J. Beckett* 
(Secretary Emeritus) 
Robert M. Boeve 
James Brown, Jr.* 
John Dancer 
Robert L. Goff 
Don A. Good 
David L. Gray
(Treasurer Emeritus) 

Kathleen Guy 
Thomas C. Hall* 
James W. Hook 
Walter J. Hooper 
Jean Howard 
Susanne M. Janis 
Thomas C. Jones 
Charles B. Judson* 
(Chair Emeritus) 

Timothy G. Quinn * Deceased 
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“Let us pick 
up our books 
and our 
pens, they 
are the most 
powerful 
weapons.” 

–Malala Yousafzai 
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“Education is 
not the flling 
of a pail, but 
the lighting 
of a fre.” 
–W.B. Yeats 

(231) 995-1021 

1701 E Front St, Traverse City, MI 49686 

nmc.edu/foundation 
Foundation@NMC.edu 
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