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What is Experiential Learning?

Experiential learning provides learners real world and 

hands-on opportunities preparing them for an ever-

changing and diverse world. The purpose of experiential 

learning is to actively engage the learner through relevant 

and ongoing experience, critical problem solving and 

reflective practices. 



What is Experiential Learning?

Learners who engage in experiential learning are 

more likely to persist through their college 

experience, graduate, and become lifelong, 

self-directed learners.



NMC Next

As part of the college’s new strategic plan, NMC Next, we pledged 

to our students an empowering environment that encourages 

learners to discover new knowledge and explore questions related 

to their future career and life’s work; and a meaningful education 

that equips learners with relevant skills and supports them in 

developing their sense of purpose. 



NMC Next: ELI Goal

Every credential-seeking student will engage 

in at least one experiential learning 

opportunity (ELO) at NMC by 2024. 



Student Leadership Luncheon

May 4 @ 12pm 

*Invitation only due to space constraints

Learning 

Symposium

Schedule of Events



“My Role as a Record Producer” ~ Amanda Woodruff
PRESENTATION: Thursday, May 5 @ 2:30pm in the Innovation Center Rm 106/1-7
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“My Role as a Record Producer” ~ Amanda Woodruff



Sarah 

Montgomery-Richards

Humanities Dept

Celebration 
of Holi



Sarah Montgomery-Richards:  Humanities Dept
Celebration of Holi @ NMC ~ March 16, 2022

The NMC Student Success Center sponsored a 

Celebration of Holi this year by having a 

Lunch & Learn with Sarah (EL Fellow) giving a 

brief history and overview of the festival 

while participants enjoyed some Indian food 

for lunch made by the Hawk Owl Café. 

Afterward, participants engaged in traditional 

color throwing in the Cherry Lot.



Sarah Montgomery-Richards:  Humanities Dept

Holi ~ Throwing of Colors
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Holi ~ Throwing of Colors



Sarah Montgomery-Richards:  Humanities Dept

Hawk Owl Café ~ Indian Food











NMC 

Motor 

Sports Club

NMC’s Motor Sports Club notched its 

best finish ever in the Blizzard Baja 

endurance race at Michigan Tech 

Saturday, overcoming a breakdown 

and single-digit temperatures to 

beat a host of engineering teams 

from four-year universities.



NMC 

Motor 

Sports Club

“The race is designed to destroy the 

car,” said Automotive Technology 

instructor Wayne Moody. “We fix our 

car and put it back on the road.” He 

added the race epitomizes experiential 

learning. NMC was the only community 

college, only one-car team and only 

automotive program to compete. “Gearheads”



Betsy Boris MSN RN, Nursing Faculty ~ “Bring a Wound to Class Day”

Learning about skin integrity and wound care requires learning a good amount of 

new vocabulary to describe wounds, drainage, complications and healing. This year 

to add some context and some hands on fun to this lesson, students were 

encouraged to bring a wound to class. Students showed incredible innovation by 

creating a variety of simple to complex wounds with make-up, clay, drawings and 

paintings, Halloween tattoos, and even baked goods! We were able to use these 

examples of impaired skin integrity in small classroom groups to apply our learning 

to assess (describe) these wounds, consider our concerns or complications we may 

need to prevent and discuss the type of treatment or care that would be best.
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Constanza Hazelwood ~ Great Lakes Water Studies 
PRESENTATION:  Wednesday, May 4 @ 2:00pm in the Innovation Center Room 103 (ELI Office)

Freshwater 

Studies
Bridging Waterways 

Across the Americas
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NORTHWESTER IC IGA COLLEGE 

Great akes Water Stud·es I st·tute 



COMMU ITV PARTNERS: INLAND SEAS 
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (ISEA) 



COM MU ITV PARTNERS: PROGRAMA LA 
GRAN CUE CA DEL RIO TEUSACA 



LA SALLE and I MC STUDENTS 



https://www.nmc.edu/programs/academic-programs/freshwater-studies/index.html 

Freshwater Studies Degrees 

NMC's Freshwater Studies program, offered through the Great Lakes Water studies 

Institute on NMC's Great Lakes Campus, is the first associate degree in Freshwater 

Studies in the U.S. This science-based program has an interdisciplinary approach, and 

students can earn an Associate in Science and Arts Degree or an Associate in Applied 

Science Degree in Freshwater studies. 

Learn more about courses, faculty and staff, and internship opportunities. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

Partnership with LSSU for bachelor degrees in Conservation Biology and Fisheries 

and Wildlife Management 

Unique assets: RV Northwestern, Water Quality Analysis Laboratory, water quality 

sondes 

Multiple University Center partnerships for additional bachelor's degrees 

Collaboration with local and reaional oraanizations 

Apply now for free 

Get started on your college experience 

atNMC 

1111 

ENVIRONMENTAL EMPLOYER 

PANEL 

Professionals in Environmental Science 

address job-related questions from 

students at Western Michigan 

University. 

View the stream here • 

OUR STUDENTS SPEAK 



Compare and Contrast 



0 I E 



Experiential Learning 

■ Focuses on the learner

■ Engages the learner in the process of learning

■ Learning by \\doing," followed with reflection

■ Happens in a spiral

■ May have many different entry points

• 

••• 

• 

OUR FRAMEWORK 

Reflection 

• What did you learn?
• How did you notice about how you learn?
■ What does this activity tell you about your
ability to learn another language?



Cheryl Bloomquist ~ Early Childhood Education

Early Childhood “Model Classroom” in Scholars Hall 106
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Cheryl Bloomquist ~ Early Childhood Education

ECE 203: Curriculum for Guiding Children “Make It – Take It”



Apprentice of  the Year ~ Samuel Grant

“When I started my apprenticeship, I was a timid kid who didn't 

know a whole lot about machines. Then a master mechanic took 

me under his wing and started showing me the basics; how to 

weld, machine, and work on equipment. With that base real 

world understanding, I took it to class and it helped me with the 

book work and asking questions. The overall experience has 

been educational and life changing from working with all the 

people that have learned before me and taught me so much. I 

am grateful for the opportunity.” ~ Samuel Grant



I have Sam in three classes, his performance in each 

has been outstanding. I am very proud to support him 

for the apprentice of the year award, as his work ethic 

and performance reflects greatly on himself, his 

employer, and the College.

• A model student. Punctual, prepared, engaged in

learning. Courteous and willing to help others.

• Truly interested in learning & improving himself. Sam

has come to me many times with questions beyond the

scope of the class, to obtain a better understanding of

the subject and how he could apply it in his job.

• Embodies the Community College model. On the job

training combined with classroom instruction resulting

in a development of skill sets that improves his job

performance & upward mobility in his organization.

Sam's apprentice sponsor will not be disappointed with

their return on the investment in him.

~ Nominated by Mike O’Connor

Apprentice of  the Year      Samuel Grant



Women on the Water ~ Student Group

Women on the Water (WoW) student 

group has had an active year.  Many 

thanks to Brittni Moore, WoW President 

and all our officers and members.  

Thank you to fellow staff member Dan 

Zassick as well!

~ Judy Druskovich

Wow held networking events at the 

local climbing gym (Fall) and a ski night 

(Spring).  



Women on the Water ~ Student Group

Wow recently 

finished a fundraiser 

for Richard Gray 

which will go directly 

to his family.



Women on the Water ~ Student Group

WoW hosted three Alumni Speaker Series as 

well as presenting to 150 women from Antrim 

County on Careers for Women.



Women on the Water ~ Student Group

WoW completed the 

creation of a new class 

ring (year-long project).  

The class rings have 

created an income 

stream for the student 

club with a small 

percentage from each 

ring going to the club.  



Lisa Baldyga ~ Employment Readiness Specialist

Advising – Academic and Career Services

Career Fair March 2022



Lisa Baldyga ~ Employment Readiness Specialist
Advising – Academic and Career Services

Legislative Day 



Lisa Baldyga ~ Employment Readiness Specialist
Advising – Academic and Career Services

Lunch & Learn Workshops
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ENG 220 

On Tuesday, April 12th a group of 11 

NMC students, faculty and staff 

traveled to the Bay Ridge Assisted 

Living Center in Traverse City to 

help residents learn how to use 

their smartphones. Earlier in the 

semester, Karen Schaeding, the 

Internal Activities Manager at Bay 

Ridge, reached out to Educational 

Technology looking to see if anyone 

at NMC might be able to help their 

residents in this regard.

Ryan Bernstein, 

Curriculum & 

Instructional 

Designer

and

Janet Lively, 

Communications 

Faculty



ENG 220 

Ryan Bernstein, Curriculum and 

Instructional Designer, reached 

out to Janet Lively, 

Communications Faculty, who 

immediately took interest in the 

project. Janet has long been 

searching for a way to create a 

real-world, authentic and 

experiential aspect to a technical 

instruction writing project in her 

ENG220 Technical Writing 

course.



ENG 220 

Bay Ridge residents offered a list 

of various smartphone models 

and questions they have, and 

ENG220 students got busy putting 

together a series of written 

tutorials on each topic. With the 

help of the ELI, a Blue Lakes bus 

was chartered and a date was set 

for students to visit with 

residents to share their tutorials 

and help them understand how to 

use their devices.



ENG 220 

The experience was overwhelmingly 

positive. Transportation was smooth, 

residents expressed their gratitude, 

students reported that they felt 

successful, and everyone agreed that the 

event was a success. Following the event 

students revised their instructions and 

reflected on the experience. The visit 

would not have been possible without the 

assistance of the ELI. From pick-up to 

drop-off, the entirety of the experience 

had to take place within 90 minutes, the 

length of an ENG220 class session.

Blue Lakes Charter 

offered NMC a 

discounted rate to 

transport students 

to Bay Ridge.



Lunch & Learn 

Workshop

Sponsored by ELI

Live, Study & Work Abroad: 

Study Abroad 2023 (Jim Bensley & Marina Call) 

AmeriCorps and Peace Corp (Erica Whiting)



Lunch & Learn 

Workshop  

Sponsored by ELI

Live, Study & Work Abroad: 

Study Abroad 2023 (Jim Bensley & Marina Call) 

AmeriCorps and Peace Corp (Erica Whiting)



Location: Aero Park 

Laboratories, NMC

When: October 8th, 2021



What is Building Tomorrow?

 Building Tomorrow is an interactive career exploration

 event for students, grades 7 – 10th grade, primarily.

 This year it was a one(1) day event. It will be returning to two(2) days next
year(2022) as it has been offered the first 5 – 6 years since it’s inception.

 Students are exposed to several areas of the Construction trades occupations
and this year it included: Carpentry, HVAC, Electrical, Welding, Site Work, and
Automotive.

 The students spend 15 mins in each of 7 stations where they speak to
professionals in the related field and get to experience a hands-on activity
associated with that field. This year we hosted 230 students from the Grand
Traverse Area Schools. (Benzie, Kingsley, Leland,



Carpentry
Measure, Cut, Attach…the 

basics. Includes Masonry, Power 

tools and Hand tools. Most 

importantly – SAFETY!!





HVAC 
(Heating, Ventilation, 

Air Conditioning)

Student again learn SAFETY! 
Their activity here is to 
solder a couple small pieces 
of copper pipe together.





Electrical
Here students get…SAFETY! 
They also learn primarily 
about Static Electricity, just 
to “spark” their interest…





Welding
Students are instructed in SAFETY! They 

are also shown a plasma cutter and get to 

try their hand at a welding simulator.





Automotive
Always, SAFETY! How about a 

tire change, or cut-away view 

of a working transmission. 

Also, a fully electric vehicle!





Site Work
Hard hats, safety vests, SAFETY BRIEFING! 

Then students get to take these little 

mini-excavators for a test run.



Thank you to our supporters and 

volunteers!!



I U T Y 

iii#lii I 



Great Lakes Culinary Institute
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NMC Makerspace ~ GLCM
In January 2021, the NMC makerspace contacted Great Lakes 

Children’s Museum (GLCM) looking for a project for a class and 

we challenged them to upgrade our old, broken helicopter 

dashboard. They created an internal contest to see which 

students won the chance to work on this project. NMC 

students Mike Cardwell and Manny McMillan were the winners –

and their prize was lots of long evenings and weekends spent 

designing and building this new dashboard!

https://www.nmc.edu/
https://www.nmc.edu/


NMC Makerspace ~ GLCM



NMC Makerspace ~ GLCM
The design and construction process took hours of testing, 

assembly, retesting, and reassembly. The students designing 

the dashboard needed to take not only play and usage into 

account, but cleaning, maintenance, and also misuse. 

Students were instructed to design the dashboard “as 

though an angry gorilla will be playing with it” and they 

delivered exactly that.



NMC Makerspace ~ GLCM



NMC Makerspace ~ GLCM
Assembly and installation took place in mid-March 2022. Kids were IMMEDIATELY enthralled 

with the new equipment – charging up the stairs to flip switches, turn on leds, and play with 

the joysticks which are now much more accurate to a real helicopter.

We are giving a huge thanks to NMC’s Makerspace, and especially Mike, Manny, Max, Keith, and 

Jason for helping us improve one of the most beloved exhibits here at the museum. You all 

rock! And thank you to NMC for promoting community centered design, hands-on learning, and 

collaboration between educational institutions. Thank you for working hard so that the kids of 

traverse city can play just as hard! ~ Great Lakes Children’s Museum



NMC Makerspace



NMC Makerspace



Brie Mills 

Mathematics 

Instructor

Math 131

Mind Maps (Statistics)



Brie Mills 

Mathematics 

Instructor

Math 100

Quantitative Literacy

Mind Map



Brie Mills 

Mathematics 

Instructor

Comic 
Interpretation 
Reflections



Brie Mills 

Mathematics 

Instructor

Math 131 

Statistic Activity



Becca Richardson & Brie Mills
Presentation to the NMC Board of Trustees 
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Becca Richardson & Brie Mills
Presentation to the NMC Board of Trustees 

Student Reflections



Becca Richardson & Brie Mills
Presentation to the NMC Board of Trustees 

Student Reflections



UAS 241 Advanced Drone Operations 

“Cool Drone Stuff !”
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UAS 241 Advanced Drone Operations 

“Cool Drone Stuff !”



Jim Bensley, Director of  International Services & Service Learning

PRESENTATION:  Thursday, May 5 @ 12:30pm in the Innovation Center Room 104/105



Jim Bensley, Director of  International Services & Service Learning

HUM 102:  Humanities Portfolio ~ Student Examples
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Jim Bensley, Director of  International Services & Service Learning

HUM 102:  Humanities Portfolio ~ Student Examples



Earth Day 2022 ~ Sponsored by Audio Tech
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Kristy McDonald

BUS 231

Big Little Hero Race
Northwestern Michigan College business 

students are teaming up with Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of Northwestern Michigan and 

NMC College for Kids to give you an 

opportunity to help a child in need. This 

year donations will be helping “Littles” to 

attend NMC College for Kids summer 

programs. The Seventh Annual Big Little 

Hero Race is took place April 23, 2022 on 

the beautiful NMC campus.



Kristy McDonald ~ Business Instructor & Co-Director of  the ELI

BUS 231: Big Little Hero Race Day
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Kristy McDonald ~ Business Instructor & Co-Director of  the ELI

BUS 231: Big Little Hero Race Day

Left:

Community Hero,

Chris Girrbach
has started triathlon 

racing in every state 

to raise awareness for 

Big Brothers Big 

Sisters!

Right:

NMC President 

Nick Nissley



Kristy McDonald ~ Business Instructor & Co-Director of  the ELI

BUS 231: Food For Thought “Thanks-for-giving Project”

Photo Credit: Record-Eagle



Brandon Everest
Social Sciences Instructor & Co-Director of  the ELI
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NMC’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) ~ Alpha Rho Pi
Kari Kahler ~ Associate of  Dean of  Learning Services & PTK Advisor

International Community College Honor Society

NMC Phi Theta Kappa 

Officer Team:

Amanda Herman, Amber 

Marsh, Emma Gullekson, 

Kristina Uribe, and John 

Monaghan



NMC’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) ~ Alpha Rho Pi
Kari Kahler ~ Associate of  Dean of  Learning Services & PTK Advisor

International Community College Honor Society

Blair Elementary 

Mentor Program Assembly
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International Community College Honor Society



The student pitch competition is one 

of many events planned for NMSW 

May 9-15.  It’s the region’s largest 

endeavor to date to teach & promote 

entrepreneurship, showcase local 

talent and foster a culture of 

entrepreneurship.

Northern Michigan 

Startup Week



Amy Burns Bailey ~ Business Division & Technical Division

Experiential Learning Program Coordinator



International Services & Service Learning
Jim Bensley ~ Director

Passport Series

Above:  Shakirah (Uganda)

Left:  Rafael (Puerto Rico)Above: Olesya (Russia)



International Services & Service Learning
Jim Bensley ~ Director

Rotaract ~ Service Learning Student Group



International Services & Service Learning
Jim Bensley ~ Director

Rotaract ~ Book Project

Students from NMC Courses:

- Spanish

- Creative Writing

- Visual Communications

- Children’s Literature

Created a children’s book “In the Sky”

to be sent to schools in Guatemala, 

Uganda and locally for the Rotaract 

Club.  Students will receive Honors 

Credit for the interdisciplinary book 

project.



International Services & Service Learning
Jim Bensley ~ Director

Student Connect ~ International Tea Time
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Embrace the Dream

The Voices Project, a new experiential learning 

project in conjunction with NMC’s Embrace the 

Dream Martin Luther King/Black History Month 

programming, aims to elevate the recognition 

of lesser-known individuals throughout history, 

like Capt. Hugh Mulzac, journalist Ida B. Wells-

Barnett and nurse Mary Eliza Mahoney.

Taking place in campus hallways through the 

end of the month, the Voices Project is part 

open-access history lesson, part diversity and 

inclusion showcase and is aligned with the 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion area of NMC 

Next, the college’s new strategic plan.

Voices 

Project

https://www.nmc.edu/embrace-the-dream/index.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ok0EMqOB_GeR5JaH9gzrvSZ_5KYmp1zpinXNnJCT2B4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nmc.edu/strategic-plan/index.html
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Student Success Coaches & Ambassadors  ~ Events



Experiential Learning Institute ~ EL Learning Community Event

Sweets & Share ~ January 2022



“
”

Learning is the process whereby 

knowledge is created through the 

transformation of  experience.
~ DAVID A. KOLB

Thank you for attending the First Annual NMC ELI 

Learning Symposium!  To view this slideshow again, 

visit: www.nmc.edu/experiential-learning




