
ARTICULATION AGREEMENT 

BetZeen 
NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH 

A.A.S. Degree in VisXal CommXnications 
And 

NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 
College of AUWV DQG 6FLHQFHV 

B.F.A. Degree in GUDSKLF DHVLJQ 

AUWLFOH I 
AJUHHPHQW RQ PULQFLSOH 

NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ (NM8) and NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH agree that stXdents Zho choose to 
transfer from a commXnit\ college to a senior college or XniYersit\ to earn a bachelor¶s degree shoXld be proYided 
Zith a smooth cXrricXlXm transition that minimi]es loss of credit and dXplication of coXrseZork. Therefore, 
NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ and NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH agree to enter into this cXrricXlXm 
articXlation agreement for stXdents Zho complete the A.A.6. LQ 9LVXDO CRPPXQLFDWLRQV at NRUWKZHVWHUQ 
MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH and transfer to NMU to complete the BDFKHORUV RI FLQH AUWV LQ GUDSKLF DHVLJQ. Both 
institXtions enter into this agreement as cooperating, eqXal partners Zho shall maintain the integrit\ of their separate 
programs. 

AUWLFOH II 
AJUHHPHQW RQ PURJUDP 6SHFLILFV 

NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ (NM8) and NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH agree that an\ stXdent Zho has 
sXccessfXll\ completed the minimXm reqXirements oXtlined on the attached articXlation gXide ma\ transfer the 
coXrse credits indicated toZard the BDFKHORUV RI FLQH AUWV LQ GUDSKLF DHVLJQ at Northern Michigan UniYersit\. 
StXdents Zho folloZ this articXlated program agreement mXst appl\ and be admitted to Northern Michigan 
UniYersit\. NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH stXdents Zill receiYe eqXal consideration Zith other stXdents seeking 
admission and financial aid. The bachelor¶s degree gradXation reqXirements for stXdents Zho folloZ this articXlated 
program agreement are listed on the attached articXlation gXide. 

AUWLFOH III 
AJUHHPHQW RQ CRPPXQLFDWLRQ 

NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ (NM8) and NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH agree to cooperate in 
commXnication Zith each other and Zith their common and respectiYe pXblics concerning the established 
relationship betZeen the tZo institXtions. CommXnication ma\ inclXde the deYelopment of YarioXs kinds of 
pXblications to inform those Zho might benefit personall\ or professionall\ from the opportXnities proYided b\ this 
agreement. FacXlt\ and staff at both institXtions Zill share the information in this agreement Zith interested and 
qXalified stXdents and both institXtions Zill proYide coXnseling and adYising to stXdents and prospectiYe stXdents. 

AUWLFOH I9 
AJUHHPHQW RQ MDLQWHQDQFH DQG RHYLHZ PURFHGXUHV 

At least one administratiYe or facXlt\ member from each institXtion Zill be appointed to act as agents for the 
implementation of this agreement, to speak for the institXtions and to commXnicate changes to respectiYe facXlt\ 
members, adYisors, coXnselors, and others to Zhom the information is pertinent. Responsibilit\ for oYersight of this 
agreement rests Zith the 9LVXDO CRPPXQLFDWLRQV PURJUDP CRRUGLQDWRU at NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH and 
the Associate ProYost for Academic Affairs at Northern Michigan UniYersit\ 

Both parties agree to commXnicate annXall\ an\ changes in their respectiYe programs that ma\ affect this 
articXlation agreement. DXring the third \ear, both parties Zill reYieZ the agreement for reYision and possible 
reneZal. If the agreement is not reYieZed b\ the end of the effectiYe agreement, B.F.A. GUDSKLF DHVLJQ stXdents 
Zho started the articXlated program prior to termination of the agreement, Zill be giYen three additional \ears to be 
admitted to NMU Xnder terms of this agreement. 



           
           

              
             

          
             

          
                 

               

 

         

                   
         

           
             

 

     

           
               

               
                

           
              

                
             

                 
            

                
         

               
               

            
             

NRWH RHJDUGLQJ MLFKLJDQ 7UDQVIHU AJUHHPHQW (M7A): StXdents Zho transfer to Northern Michigan 
UniYersit\ from a Michigan commXnit\ college and Zho haYe Michigan TranVfer AgreemenW SaWiVfied 
posted on their transcript Zill be considered to haYe met the reqXirements of NMU¶s Liberal 
StXdies/General EdXcation program. StXdents Zill still be e[pected to complete all other degree 
reqXirements, inclXding gradXation reqXirements (Zorld cXltXres, lab, and composition and math 
competencies) and an\ coXrses listed as ³Other ReqXired CoXrses´ that ma\ also be Liberal 
StXdies/General EdXcation coXrses. Degree reqXirements can be foXnd at ZZZ.nmX.edX/catalog. 
Transfer stXdents Zho do not complete the entire block of coXrses reqXired b\ the MTA Zill receiYe credit 
for coXrses the\ do complete on the basis of indiYidXal eYalXation and established transfer eqXiYalencies. 

AR7IC8LA7ION AGREEMEN7 
BetZeen 

NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH 
A.A.S. Degree in VisXal CommXnications 

And 
NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 

College of AUWV & 6FLHQFHV 
B.F.A. Degree in GUDSKLF DHVLJQ 

EffectiYe Dates of this ArticXlation Agreement AXJXVW 20 -AXJXVW 20BB 

IQWURGXFWLRQ: 
The pXrpose of this articXlation agreement is to proYide a smooth transition for stXdents Zho Zant to earn an A.A.S. 
degree in 9LVXDO CRPPXQLFDWLRQV at NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH CommXnit\ College prior to a transfer to 
Northern Michigan UniYersit\ to complete a B.F.A. GHJUHH LQ GUDSKLF DHVLJQ. As displa\ed in this docXment, the 
first and second \ears of coXrseZork are completed at NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH and third and foXrth \ears 
at NMU. 

7KH GUDSKLF DHVLJQ MDMRU DW NM8 

The discipline of graphic commXnication reqXires graphic commXnicators (designers) to solYe commXnication 
problems b\ interpreting ideas and translating them into YisXal s\stems. These ideas are intended to conYe\ 
meaning to an aXdience. The aXdience ma\ become inspired, informed, or persXaded b\ the message. The 
designer creates and directs large projects Zhere b\ a design ma\ be applied s\stematicall\. The designer¶s Zork 
often inYolYes collaboration betZeen man\ indiYidXals inclXding the client pXrchasing the commXnication, 
programmers to deYelop interactiYe elements and research and deYelopment teams to proYide content and data. 
TeamZork and commXnication skills are essential for the sXccess of the designer. In the deYelopment of the 
solXtion, design objectiYes mXst alloZ for the constraints of time, space, bXdget, and technolog\. 

The translation of ideas Xsing YisXal strXctXre sXch as pattern and color can be represented in tZo or 
three-dimensional form and are instrXmental in crafting interactiYe e[periences. Graphic design represents YisXal 
la\oXt Xsing t\pograph\, photograph\, and illXstration that is applied to a Yariet\ of media, from printed materials 
to Zeb page design and other modes of digital media. 

Most design projects inYolYe a process that starts Zith research and planning. As design objectiYes are 
formXlated to determine the needs of commXnication, YisXal strXctXre is Xsed to manipXlate hoZ the aXdience 
shoXld perceiYe the information. FigXre groXnd relationships, contrast, direction, si]e, shape and responsiYeness, 
are jXst some of the YisXal concepts that can create a strXctXral information hierarch\. 



                 
             

             
                

           
               
              

                
             

                
                

                
       

                   
              

                
  

 
                 

                
                

                    
      

The AD 118 IntrodXction to Graphic CommXnication is the first coXrse in the concentration stXdio core. In it 
stXdents e[plore basic t\pographic principles and figXre groXnd relationships Zith both electronic and hand 
techniqXes. The ne[t coXrse AD 218 Graphic CommXnication: T\pographic S\stems inYolYes the design of 
t\pographic la\oXt and continXed compXter-based learning for print and Web. In the jXnior leYel coXrse, AD 318 
Graphic CommXnication: ProdXction and La\oXt, stXdents design adYanced pXblication la\oXts for tablet-based 
deYices like the iPad, learn prodXction processes and create responsiYe Zeb la\oXts Xsing HTML5, CSS3 and 
jQXer\. The seniors in the AD 418 Graphic CommXnication: Seminar coXrse design corporate identit\ campaigns 
and Xse information graphics and data YisXali]ation techniqXes to present Yast qXantities of data. Lastl\, the AD 
455 BFA Seminar, prepares stXdents for finding a job throXgh self-promotion and portfolio preparation. 

The graphic commXnication program is also home to the PresqXe Isle Press (PIP), a letterpress printing facilit\ 
that helps e[pose stXdents to the rich tradition of printing. StXdents are encoXraged to pXrsXe alternatiYe methods 
of prodXction Xsing the letterpress and digital platemaker. Other classes that Zill sXpport these core offerings are 
draZing, illXstration, photograph\, digital cinema and compXter art. 

There are a Yariet\ of jobs aYailable in this field. EYer\thing from design firms and ad agencies to corporations to 
non-profit groXps reqXire graphic designers. GradXates haYe obtained jobs at design firms in Detroit, Chicago, 
Madison, Minneapolis, and San Francisco. There is an increasing need and Xnderstanding of the role of graphic 
commXnication in bXsiness. 

EIIHFWLYH DDWHV: 
The effectiYe dates of this agreement are from JDQXDU\ 10WK, 2022 - JDQXDU\ 10WK, 2025. If this agreement is not 
reneZed at the end of the effectiYe period, stXdents Zho haYe alread\ started this articXlated program at 
NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH Zill be giYen three additional \ears to be admitted to NMU Xnder the terms of this 
agreement. StXdents, Zho began the program prior to the effectiYe date, ma\ Xse the agreement to the e[tent that the 
reqXirements completed are consistent Zith this agreement. 



     

           
                  

                
            

                  
    

 

  
 

 

  
  
  
    
   
  
   
  
   
     
    
    
    
    
    
   
   
   
     

  
  

   

                  
  

     
              

               
 

   
 

  
  

   
  

   
   

  
  

First and Second Years at Northqestern Commknits College� 
The fighj a[d hec][d seagh ]f NMU�h Graphic Design� B�F� A� deggee ih NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH� A�A�S� 
deggee� A ZariZkZ ]f ÊÁ heZehjeg cgedijh Zas jga[hfeg j] NMU fg]Z a jq]�seag c]YYege� U[Yehh ]jhegqihe 
dehig[ajed� a ggade ]f C� ]g higheg ih gefkiged f]g jga[hfeg j] NMU� The f]YY]qi[g hecji][ NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ 
CROOHJH �s A�A�S deggee qijh gehjgicjed heYecji][h j] Zeej gefkigeZe[jh qijhi[ NMU�h Ge[egaY Edkcaji][ Pg]ggaZ� 

¥INSERT into the chart below the community college courses required for the A.A.S. degree. After doing so, delete 
blank portions of the chart.¦ 
NMC 

Cokrse ¾ 

Northqestern Michigan College 
Cokrse Title 

Credit 
Hokrs 

NMU 
Eqkipalent 

NMU Degree 
Reqkirements 

ART ÂÃÂ DRAWING Â ÄCR ADÂÁÃ 
ART ÂÄÂ ÃD DESIGN ÄCR ADÂÁÂ 
VCA ÂÃÈ DIGITAL IMAGING ÄCR ADÂÂÈ 
VCA ÂÆÁ DIGITAL GRAPHIC DESIGN ÄCR ADÂÂÉ 
VCA ÂÁÁ MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES ÄCR ADÂÂÊ 
VCA ÂÅÇ INTERACTIVE ANIMATION ÄCR ADÂÄÅ 
VCA ÂÃÆ TYPOGRAPHY Â ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÂÃÇ TYPOGRAPHY Ã ÄCR ADÃÂÉ 
VCA ÂÅÈ WEB DESIGN ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÅÈ WEB DESIGN II ÄCR ADÄÂÉA ]g B 
VCA ÃÁÁ VISUAL COMM II ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÃÁ VISUAL COMM III ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÃÆ VISUAL COMM STUDIO ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÄÆ VISUAL COMM PORTFOLIO ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÄÁ VISUAL COMM Æ ÄCR AD ELECTIVE 
VCA ÃÆÁ TIME BASED MEDIA ÄCR ADÂÂÃ 
ENG ÂÂÂ ENGLISH COMPOSITION ÅCR ENÂÂÂ E[gYihh C]Zd 
ENG ÂÂÃ ENGLISH COMPOSITION ÅCR ENÃÂÂ E[gYihh C]Zd 
ART ÂÂÃ HISTORY OF WESTERN ART II ÅCR ADÂÂÁ 

SOCIAL SCIENCE ÄCR ¥PERS¦ CREDIT 
LAB SCIENCE ÅCR ¥SCII¦ CREDIT LAB 

7RWDO CUHGLW HRXUV: 67 CR 

(INSERT: If admiVVion inWo WhiV B.F.A. degree aW NMU reqXireV more WhaW general admiVVion Wo NMU, inVerW WhoVe 
reqXiremenWV and procedXreV.) 

7KLUG DQG FRXUWK <HDUV DW NM8« 
The third and foXrth \ears of NMU¶s GUDSKLF DHVLJQ, B.F.A. degree is comprised 60 credits. To qXalif\ for a 
bachelor¶s degree at NMU, stXdents mXst meet all gradXation reqXirements, Zhich inclXde the coXrses listed beloZ 
at NMU. 

NMU 
Cokrse ¾ NMU Cokrse Title 

Credit 
Hokrs 

NMU Degree 
Reqkirements 

VARIES ÄD F]k[daji][h RefkigeZe[j Åcg 
VARIES Agj Hihj]gs C]kghe Åcg 
ADÃÉÆ Hihj]gs ]f Ggadhic Erdgehhi][ Åcg 
ADÃÈÁ C][cedjh a[d CkYjkge Åcg INTT 
ADÅÂÉA Ggadhic Dehig[� I[jegacjipijs SeZi[ag Åcg 
ADÅÂÉB Ggadhic Dehig[� Bga[di[g SeZi[ag 
ADÄÁÄ I[dipidkaY Agj Repieq Ãcg 
ADÅÉÆ The]gieh a[d Pgacjiceh Åcg 



 
   

   
 

  
 

   

  

  

 

  
   
  

  

    

 

      
    
  

  

    

 

   
      

   
  

    

 

  
      

   

     

ADÅÊÊ Se[i]g Cadhj][e Åcg 
QUAR Qka[jijajipe Reah][i[g a[d A[aYshih Åcg 
SOCR S]ciaY Rehd][hibiYijs Dipegh W]gYd Åcg 
HUME HkZa[ Erdgehhi][ Åcg 
PERS Peghdecjipeh ][ S]ciejs Åcg 
SCII Scie[jific I[fkigs Åcg 

Total Credit Hokrs� ÇÁ CR 

Skggested Cokrse Seqkence� 

7KLUG <HDU FRXUWK <HDU 

Fall Semester: 

AD 3D FoXndation 4cr 
AD270 Concepts and CXltXre 4cr 
QUAR GEC CoXrse 4cr 
PERS GEC CoXrse 4cr 

Semester Total: 16 cr 

Fall Semester: 

AD 318A or B Graphic Design Seminar 
AD285 Histor\ of Graphic E[pression 
HUME GEC CoXrse 
SCII GEC CoXrse 

Semester Total: 

4cr 
4cr 
4cr 
4cr 

16 cr 

Winter Semester: 

AD Art Histor\ CoXrse 4cr 
AD 418A or B Graphic Design Seminar 4cr 
AD303 IndiYidXal Art ReYieZ 2cr 
SOCR GEC CoXrse 4cr 

Semester Total: 16 cr 

Winter Semester: 

AD499 Senior Capstone 
AD 418A or B Graphic Design Seminar 
AD485 Theories and Practices 

Semester Total: 

4cr 
4cr 
4cr 

12 cr 



  
                 

                  
             

             
           

 

  
              

                 
              

    
                 

      

    

             
     

AGGLWLRQDO GUDGXDWLRQ RHTXLUHPHQWV: 
1. At least 8 credits of the major and 4 credits of the minor mXst be earned at NMU. 
2. A total of 120 credit hoXrs and a minimXm NMU GPA of 2.0 mXst be earned for an\ degree. 
3. An\ minimXm grade or GPA reqXirements for the major and/or minor mXst be met. 
4. NMU¶s General EdXcation Program and all gradXation reqXirements mXst be completed b\ the stXdent, 

inclXding the World CXltXres reqXirement, Laborator\ Science reqXirement, and Math and English 
Competenc\ reqXirement. 

NRWHV WR 6WXGHQWV: 
1. Complete the articXlated program as indicated in this articXlation gXide. An\ coXrse sXbstitXtions shoXld 

onl\ be made Zith the gXidance of an adYisor or coXnselor to assXre that all reqXirements are met; 
2. StXdents are encoXraged to meet Zith the AUW & DHVLJQ coordinator at NMU earl\, before completing an 

admission application to NMU; and 
3. A cop\ of the articXlation agreement shoXld be broXght to all adYising sessions. Copies of this agreement 

are aYailable at the AFDGHPLF AIIDLUV OIILFH, NM8. 

BDVHG RQ NM8¶V 20BB-20BBBBB 8QLYHUVLW\ BXOOHWLQ 

For fXrther information regarding the selection and transfer of coXrses, contact one of NMU¶s 
Transfer Admissions CoXnselors, at 1-800-682-9797 or transfer@nmX.edX. 

mailto:transfer@nmX.edX
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ARTICULATION AGREEMENT 
BetZeen 

NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH 
A.A.S. Degree in VisXal CommXnications 

And 
NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 

College of AUWV & 6FLHQFHV 
B.F.A. Degree in GUDSKLF DHVLJQ 

We the representatiYes of NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH and NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 
agree to the terms of this agreement, Zhich Zill be for an initial period of three (3) \ears. 

6LJQDWXUHV 

NRUWKZHVWHUQ MLFKLJDQ CROOHJH 

12/10/2021
Stephen Siciliano Date 
Vice President for EdXcational SerYices 

Glenn Wolff Date 
Art Department Head 

Sean RXane Date 
Social Science and HXmanities Academic Chair 

12/10/2021 
DateCaroline Schaefer-Hills 

VisXal CommXnications Program Coordinator 

CC: NMU Registrar 
NMU Director of Admissions 
NMU Transfer Admissions CoXnselor 
NMU Director of ACAC 

NRUWKHUQ MLFKLJDQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 

Kerri SchXiling Date 
ProYost and Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs 

Dale Kapla Date 
Associate ProYost for 
Undergrad Programs/FacXlt\ Affairs 

Rob Winn Date 
Dean of College of Arts and Sciences 

Daric Christian Date 
Director School of Art & Design 

Sig)a/0-eѷ Sig)a/0-eѷ SHaQ RXaQH
Sean Ruane җDec 11Ѷ 2021 1фѷ1у ESTҘ 

Emailѷ g2*lffҽnmcѵed0 Emailѷ sr0aneҽnmcѵed0 




