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Processional*
Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar

Color Guard
Great Lakes Maritime Academy, U.S. Naval Reserve Midshipmen

National Anthem*
Gloria Sobkoviak

Welcome and Introductions
Nick Nissley, President

Faculty Speakers
11 a.m., Nick Roster, Science & Math Instructor

12:30 p.m., Sam Boase-Miller, Audio Technology Coordinator
2 p.m., Betsy Boris, Director of Nursing and Allied Health

Student Speakers
11 a.m., Kerri-Ann Bonaddio, ASA Graduate 

12:30 p.m., Mattathias Kithinji, SGA President 
2 p.m., Meigan Lanning, AAS Aviation Technology Graduate

Conferring and Presentation of Degrees and Certificates
Laura Oblinger, Board of Trustees Chair

Nick Nissley, President
Board of Trustees

Closing
Nick Nissley, President

Recessional*
Brandenburg Concerto No. 3, Johann Sebastian Bach

*Please stand as you are able

Class of 2025
commencement ceremony

Share the livestream at nmc.edu/video



 **  Claire Montes
 *  Kristin Beem
   Sherri Bourgeois
 *  Jonathon Bramer
   Alec Chereskin
   Jessica Chetosky
 *  Arianna Cobb
 *  Hannah Dashner
   Kaitlyn Dougherty
   Aubrey Drzewiecki
 *  Abigail Evans
   Bethany Turja
   Paige Hall
   Hailey Hauserman
   Sarah Hobart
 ̂ **  Carley Gauthier
   Maran Huggins

   Nicole Kelly
   Gracie Kimball
 # *  MaryAngela Kirk
   Melanie Kokowicz
   Makayla Kramer
   Amanda Ladd
 *  Katie Lassiter
 ✪  Ashley Ludwiczak
 **  Lily Maki
 *  Emily Masterson
   Alexis Mathews
   Morgan Sayan
   Miranda McPherson
   Erin Meteer
   Natalie Nelson
   Michelle Nolan
   Brianna Nolan

   Melanie Ochoa
 **  Wesley Peplinski
   Katie-Lynn Day
   Bailey Hubbell
 # *  Baylee Reust
   Paige Johannsen
   Andrea Vickers
 *  Brady Schuh
   Sydney Siler
   Naomi Smith
 **  Amanda Staron
 *  Benjamin Stowe
 # *** Ali Teeple
 *  Nichole Wagner
 *  Michelle Wear
   Michala West
   Jenna Wilkinson

   Kristi Giddis
   Wave Clave-Cook
   Lyndsey Czuk
   Olivia Doherty

   Lindsey Graziano
 *  Madison Joslin
 ✪  Jennifer Morgan
   Sophie Pierre-Louis

   Violeta Serrano
   Jacklyn Thole

PRACTICAL NURSING CERTIFICATE

ASSOCIATE IN NURSING DEGREE

Northwestern Michigan College

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE & ARTS DEGREE

   Riley Adams
 # *  Dana Adsit
 #  Jarrod Albosta
   Addisyn Amoe
   Margaret Anderson
   Bria Anderson
   Hailey Angell
   Summer Annis
   Emily Armstrong
 *  Wendy Artola Perez
   Shania Bach
   Aiden Baker
   Jaden Bartnick
   Danielle Baum
   David Bean
 ***  Keisha Bell
   Jonathan Bell
   Jordan Bennett
   Lydia Bissonette
   Sullivan Bogart
 #  Laletta Boivin
 ***  Kerri-Ann Bonaddio

 ***  Brandon Bourdon
   Adriana Bragg-Perez
 #  Collin Bramer
 *  Justin Brown
 ***  Lily Brown
   Trista Brunan
   Danielle Burns
 ***  Hayden Buttleman
   Naomi Buttleman
   Kenneth Clare
   Jordyn Clark
 *  Bradley Clark
 *  Chloe Cobb
 *  Samantha Conrad
   Harrison Cook
 ✪  Emily Cox
   Amy Crawford
 >  Isabella Cronk
   Marc Crossman
   Ahmet Curuk
   Maridee Cutler

   Cooper Davis
   Isaac Deneau
   Tobin Derks
   Hannah Diehl
 *  Grace Dubay
 #  Bernice Dunnill
   Alexander Durocher
   Abigail Earley
   Nathan Edgecomb
 *  Amber Edmondson
   Robert Eshleman
   Eliana Evans
   Ahmad Sahil Fana
 ***  John Mark Feiger
   Meilin Ferguson
   Samantha Fewins
   David Fischer
   Stephanie Fisher
   Ryan Flesher
   Burke Flowers
 ***  Alison Fluette
   Kate Forton



ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE & ARTS DEGREE

   Alaina Frank
   Amalia Gaines
 *  Charlotte George
   Emilee Girard
 # *  Liam Girard
 # *  David Gloudemans
   Aaron Godin
 **  MacAllister Graves
 ***  Emma Griffith
   Kathryn Grimmer
   Ava Grogan
   Joshua Groves
 ***  Ethan Grzebienik
   Amy Hanell
   Jocelyn Hanna
 **  Aariyah Harmon
   Jason Harrall
   Jessica Harrigan
 *  Piper Hartley
 **  Paige Harvey
   Evan Hidalgo-Houdek
   Emily Holliday
 *  Phoebe Hopps
 ◯  Madison Houy
   Westley Hullman
   Onika Hunt
   Franchaska Husbands
 **  Olivia Johnson
   Zoe Jorgensen
 **  Pilar Judd
   Amaya Kantz
 ✪  Sirena Keogh
 # **  Lilian Kerby
 *  Aaron Kisselbaugh
   Joshua Klassen
 # **  Lily Kolbusz
 *  Grace Kolbusz
   Quinten Kombol
 ***  Vladimir Kondrashov
   Elizabeth Krcmarik
 *  Meredith Kroupa
 *  Gwendolyn Kuca
   Michael Larson
   Brett Lee
   Katherine Leman
 **  Benjamin Leman

   Emily Lingaur
 # *  Ethan Link
   Jessica Loucks
   Jack Macha
   Max Mackin
   Justin Marcum
   Lorena Martin
 *  Allison Martin
   Josie Marvin
   Thursday Maurer
 *  Madeline McDonald
 *  Amber McGee
   Stephen McPherson
   Jazmynn McQueer
   SaÃ§on MercÃ©us-Collins
 ✪  Zachary Meyer
   Isaac Miller
 # *** Emberlynn Miller
   Kenneth Mongar
 * ✪  Skylar Kendall
 # *  Darrin Murff
   Nicholas Myers
 *  August Newell
 **  Kateryna Nitsenko
   Noemi Nuchurch
   Patrick O’Connor
 *  Breanna Oetting
 *  Thomas Olin
 **  Britta Olshove
 # **  Evan Oswald
 *  Christine Parkinson
   Andrew Pavwoski
   Johnnye Pearce
   Megan Peltier
   Jack Pepaj
 ***  Meredith Perron
 *  Ryan Peterson
   Paige Porter
 *  Stephanie Powers
 # *** Rachel Priest
   Quinn Provencher
 *  Madeline Randolph
   Walker Ratajczak
   Nicholas Reynolds
 *  Isabella Rice
 *  Cody Rogers

   Maria Rosingana
 # **  River Russell
 *  Matthew Rybicki
   Brittany Sanderson
   Jack Shields
   Kyler Shipman
 # *** Haden Shorter
  ** Jada Sikora
 **  Tamara Smeltzer
   Erin Smith
   Morgan Smith
 ***  Ethan Squires
 *  Abigail Stacy
 # *  Mira Stahlbush
 ◯ **  Bernadette Stremlow
 *  Annah Stringham
 # *** Ali Teeple
   Elizabeth Teesdale
 **  Benjamin Thompson
 **  Jenaya Thoreson
   Willow Thorington
 # *** Graceful Tompkins
   Hayleigh Vandertuig
   Timothy Vang
   Naomi VanSipe
   Leo Vedel
   Myles Wall
   Lindsey Wennersten
 ***  Teri Wieling
 *  Logan Wienclaw
   Arthur Wiggins
 # *  Noelle Wilde
   Olivia Wingfield
 ✪  David Wonegeshik
   Maria Wood
   Marina Zehner

   Madison Allen
   Jordan Colvin
   Tobin Derks

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING DEGREE

 **  Ian McNeill
   Matthew Zoutendam



 *  Piper Adams
   Jared Anderson
 ***  Tracie Anderson
   Kazi Arafat
 ***  Eliza Bardenhagen
   Annika Beaver
   Michelle Beckett
 *  Macy BeGole
   Tyler Beitel
 **  Emily Belanger
 # **  Connor Bistoff
   Ayden Blackmer
 *  Edson Blaisdell
 **  Veronica Boals
 ***  Madilyn Brake
   Amy Bridson
   Samantha Brooks
 # *** Levi Brower
 ***  Dawn Bruchez
   Chelsea Bryant
   Andrew Bump
   Travis Campbell
   Garrett Centala
   Raymond Chabitch
   Kelly Chapman
   Marco Cilano
 **  Ethan Clark
   Cruz Coloma
 ***  Kaleigh Conroy
 *  Nicole Corey
 *  Owen Corwin
 *  Evan Costa
   Dylan Craft
   Levi Cribbs
   Mercedes Deeren
 *  Christine Flanagan
   Amy Deloy
 *  Madison Derby
 *  Zhanna Dewey
   Daniel Disher
   Sean Donovan
 *  Novalee Dunnill
 *  Danielle Ellis
 *  Melissa Eman
   Mitchell Emke
   Alexandria Erickson
 **  Benjamin Ertle
   Breeanna Fassett
   Logan Felton
 **  Ajah Fink
   Nathan Flanagan
 *  Jensen Fleet

   Lillian Garno
 *  Kailie Garwicki
 ✪  Clayton Gates
   Brennan Gerstenberger
   Catherine Giguere
 #  Samuel Grant
   Megan Griswold
 *  Madison Groves
 **  William Gullekson
 ***  Melissa Haines
   Kelby Harrigan
 # *  Amanda Harvey
   Ruth Haven
   Molly-Sue Hidley
   David Hoeksema
   Mitchell Holm
   Cassidy Honeyager
 #  Courtney Hood
   Stephanie House
   Kyle Hudson
   Harlie Jakee
 **  Jacob Jenuwine
   Ian Johnson
   Marcus Johnson II
 ***  Manu Kashyap
 ***  Taylor Keefe
   Elizabeth Keeling
 *  Waleed Khalaf
   Chedra King
   Kylen Kintigh
   Jacob Klein
   Hayden Kreger
   Jacob Kruizenga
   Adam Laible
 **  Meigan Lanning
 **  Emma Lantzer
 *  Naomi Lardie
   Frederick LaVancher
 **  Kendall LeBlanc
   Jayrwin LeBlanc
   Julia Lehman
   Amanda Lennington
 *  Maverick Lint
   Ho Ting Matthew Lok
   Jackson Lutke
 *  Addison Lynch
 *  Mark Mainero
 *  Kurtis Mainland
   Jack Marshall
   Wyatt Mcgarry-Costello
 *  Brenda McGuire
 # *  Michael McLaughlin

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE
 #  Cristina Melgoza
 *  Lydia Middaugh
 ***  Keaton Mills
 * ✪  Malachi Mills
   Lily Moon
 **  Ronald Morris
 *  Sandra Morrison
   Zachary Morton
 **  Addison Mossel
   Luke Muldoon
   Blake Musser
   Cody Myaard
   Cameron Nelson
 *  Kate Norek
 ***  Nami Norris
 **  Anthony Ouellette
 # **  Zoe Patton
 *  Kash Peck
 *  Benjamin Penfold
 **  Joshua Pion
 *  Ava Plamondon
 ***  Timothy Potvin
   Matthew Poulter
   Jordin Purchase
   Emma Ramsey
   Shane Reed
 *  Lindsay Reed
   Jacob Ripke
 *  Breeanna Robbins
   NaTavia Rousseau
 *  Landon Saline
   Vicki Sam
   Noah Saunders
   Austin Sawicki
 *  Trevor Scott
   Alexander Seagraves
 *  Aiden Short
 ***  Leah Sieffert
   Morgan Slater
 **  Lily Smith
 ** ✪  William Stevenson
  ** Madison Stewart
 *  Amelia Stone
 # *** Sakura Stuberg
 *  Preston Suriano I
   Ian Swanger
 *  Bercan Talty
   Aris Tarchinski
   Natalie Thayer
 ***  Noah Thomas
   Roscoe Thome
   Brandon Trepkowski



 # *  Yvonne Trudell
 ***  Zorran VanZandt
   Jonah Villanueva
 *  Andrew Wahoski
 ***  Joseph Walker
   Jonathon Wareham

 ***  Kyle Warner
   Estella Weir
   Gabrielle Westcott
   Logan White
   Klayton Wiatrolik
   Alexis Willson

   Paula Wimberley
 *  Kyle Wingeier
   Michael Wittman
 *  Daniel Wolf
   Ethan Young

ASSOCIATE IN GENERAL STUDIES DEGREE

 ✪  Cyndel Anderson
   Kazi Arafat
 *  Ivy Barbeaux
   Olivia Doherty
 **  Kendra Egan
   Bryce Foote
   Jeremiah Forro
   Jonathan Gafill
   Alexis Gallo
 > **  Makenzie Kazim

   Melissa Kilway
   Megan Klco
   Clarice Kohler
   Madison Lammers
   Veronica Ledezma
   Jackson Lutke
 ***  Valerie Marinello
   Emma Mead
 ✪  Aaron Newman
   Johnnye Pearce

 **  Sonya Perreault
   Nicholas Reynolds
   Justine Robinson
   Ethaniel Ruiz
   Kenneth Sonnabend
 *  Avalon Valentine

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

 ~  Isabelle Abraham
 ~  Piper Adams
   Waled Al kharbi
 ~  Matthew Barbera
   Kyle Barnes
   Chloe Boeve
 ~  Patrick Boris
   Amy Bridson
   Chelsea Bryant
 ~ ✪ James Burge
   Derek Councilor
   Derek Councilor
 ~  Emily Crull
   Dmitri Denune
 ~ ✪ Christopher Feaganes Jr.
 ~  Ajah Fink
 ~ ✪  Christopher Geetings
   Moria Genereaux

   Isabelle Hagelstein
   Amelia Hahnenberg
   Kelby Harrigan
 ~  Kylee Harris
 ~  Evelyn Hart
   Steven Higginbottom
 ~  Daisy Hilton
   Brandon Hunt
 ~  Jackson Jordan
   Jocelyn Joseph
 ~  Taylor Keefe
   Elizabeth Keeling
 ~  Addison Kennedy
   Jared Kotarski
 ~  Emma Lantzer
 ~  Caleb LaPoint
   Jackson Lutke
 ~ ✪  Joseph Merryman
 ~  Aaron Niedecken

 ~  Nathan Pearson
   Calli Pellizzer
 ~  Ian Provoast
   Emma Ramsey
 ~  Roy Raska III
   Lindsay Reed
   NaTavia Rousseau
 ~  Tyler Scherf
 ~  Amber Smith
   Kenneth Sonnabend
 ~  Austin Sorber
   Steven Spence
 ~  Sherry Streeter
   Zander Teboe
   Natalie Thayer
 ~  Nicole Vaughan
 ~  Noelle White
   Klayton Wiatrolik
   Alexis Willson



 *  Madison Agnew
   Gabriel Bales
 # *  Jon Brausch
 *  Dawson Donahue
 *  Jed Ellefson
   Justin Fontenot
 **  Jacob Frolich
 *  Anthony Genusa IV

 *  Wyatt Heitmeier
 *  Kyle Kahn
 *  Cole Leyrer
 *  Brianna Linderholm
 *  Blake Litz
 *  Alvin Marks
 **  Landon McCullough
   Liam Murphy

   Maxim Murray
 *  Brandon Nelson
 #  Aidan Pool
   Jalen Richardson
   Blair Rittiner IV
   Ethan Smith
 *  Joel Strahan
 **  Jonathan Turner

 MARITIME TECHNOLOGY – Engineering Officer 

MARITIME TECHNOLOGY – Deck Officer 

 *  Joseph Agnew
 ✪  Brandon Bernal-Jimenez
   Nicholas Christopher
   Landen Day
   Adam Hall
 *  Zachery Hanses

 *  Maverick Johnson
 **  Litonya Jones
 *  Alex Lithgow
 ✪  Patrick Madden
 *  Michael McCorkendale
 * ✪  Evan Metz

   Ernuel Miranda Zapata
   Kaitlyn Muzzana
 ✪  Yolanda Paige
 *** ✪ Martin Wilson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

 MARINE TECHNOLOGY

 *  Tyler Bristol
   Daniel Disher

   Jacob Stremlow

 *  Honors or Cum Laude: 3.50-3.75
 **  High Honors or Magna Cum Laude: 3.76-3.90
 ***  Highest Honors or Summa Cum Laude: 3.91-4.00
 ~  Outstanding Performance: 3.50-4.00 (certificates)
 ^  Honors Program Graduate
 #  Member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society
     ✪  Veteran, Active Duty, or Reservist
 ◯  Global Endorsement
 >  ELI nEXt Endorsement

This program lists students who have graduated fall semester 2024 or have applied to graduate spring or 
summer semesters 2025. Graduation academic honors in the Commencement program is based on the 
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of all coursework completed through fall semester 2024. 

 |  Bronze Cord
 | Silver Cord
 |  Gold Cord
 |  White Cord
 |  Medallion with Green Ribbon
 | Gold Stole or Blue and Gold Cord
   |  Red, White, and Blue Cord
 |  Blue and Green Cord
 |  Purple and Green Cord



Outstanding NMC Alumni
HONOREES

1988 Charles Kesner (’59)

1989 Morris Thomas (’64)  

1990 David & Sally Viskochil (’64)

1991 Alexander Galligan (’53)  

1993 John & Gloria Lyon (’79)  

1996 Lloyd V. Hackley (’64)  

1997 Richard Benedict (’84) 

1998 James Clancy (’55) 

1999 Walter J. Hooper (’68) 

2000 John Pelizzari (’75)

2001 Student Government  
 Association Presidents 

2002 Maurie Dennis (’65) 

2003 Jason Allen (’83) 

2004 Jean M. Rokos (’75) 

2005 Larry Inman (’74) 

2006 James DeLapa (’56) 

2007 John Robert Williams (’76) 

2008 Todd McMillen (’85) 

2009 Verna Bartnick (’60s)
 Bruce Byl (’79)
 Tim Dunn (’92)

2010 Ross Biederman (’59)
 Susie Janis (’67) 

2011 Ruth Ann LaMott (’66)
 Glenn Wolff (’73)   

2012 Kathleen McManus (’74)
 Steven Rawlings (’91) 
 Timothy Young (’82)

2013 Paul Britten (’70s)
 Peg Jonkhoff (’76) 

2014 Craig LaFave (’01) 
 John Militello (’90) 
 Angela Nahikian (’81)

2015 Sally Rogers (’81) 
 Dr. Gary Seabrook (’72) 
 Al Zelinski (’83) 

2016 Korvyn Hansen (’85–87)
 Therese Renis (’77–78)  
 Michelle Witkop (’77) 
 Capt. Dean Hobbs (’76),  
 awarded posthumously

2017 Judge Kevin Elsenheimer (’85)
 Wei Cao (’09) 

2018 Ed Reynolds (’73–78) 
 Dr. Robert Tanis (’58–59) 
 Trevor Tkach (’95–97) 

2019 Terry Beia (’83) 
 Frank Dituri (’79) 
 Dr. Marie Socha (’83) 

2020 Lorraine Beers (’77) 
 George Comden (’53) 
 David Milarch (’77) 

2021 Alex Brace (’17) 
 Dr. Amanda Kiessel (’95) 
 Dr. Clifford McClain (’71)   
 Cindy Warner (’80–83) 
2022 Richard Gray (’13)
 Andrea Kritcher (’01-03)
 Bob Sutherland (’82-83)
2023 Jerry Dobek (’98)
 Tiffany McQueer  (’12, ’13)



1701 East Front Street, Traverse City, MI 49686

northwestern michigan college
IMOGENE WISE 

FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARD RECIPIENTS
(Since 1999, a full-time and an adjunct faculty member were selected.)

1971 William Long
1972 James Spenceley 
1973 Kay Donnelly 
1974 Larry Buys  
1975 Walter Holland 
1976 Ken Rose  
1977 Jerry Sullivan
1978 William Skinner
1979 Arlo Moss
1980 James Spenceley
1981 Robert Rudd
1982 Roy Terdal
1983 Richard Minor
1984 Phil DeMarois
1985 Lyle Bradford
1986 Hettie Molvang
1987 Eric Wildman
1988 Jay Beery
1989 Walter Ross
1990 Al Shumsky
1991 John Tanner
1992 Jim Coughlin
1993 Marty Trapp
1994 Debra Pharo
1995 Adam Gahn
1996 Richard Cookman
1997 William Faulk
1998 James Press
1999 Mary Quinn
 Gregory LaCross
2000 Douglas Domine
 Susan Odgers
2001 Sonja Olshove
 Regis McCord
2002 Michael Surgalski
 Jerry Dobek
2003 Sean Ruane
 Jerome Gates 
2004 Mike Jacobson
 Ted Reese

2005 Johnathon Mauk
 Peter Baumeler
2006 Mark Nelson
 Karl Sporck
2007 Keith Overbaugh
 Jason Teichman
2008 Constance A. Jason
 Stephen L. Lockman
2009 Amjad Khan
 Gary Sanborn
2010 Stephen D. Drake
 Lisa A. Blackford
2011 Blake D. Key
 Mark W. Holley
2012 Kristy B. McDonald
 John M. Biolchini
2013 Sonja Olshove  
 James Szczechowski
2014 Lisa A. Blackford 
 Julie Puckett
2015 Jerry Dobek
 Brian Heffner
2016 James Press
 Jim Bensley 
2017 Mac Beeker
 Robert George
2018 Steve Drake
 Julia J. Sheerin
2019  Nicole Speelman
 Cathy Warner
2020  Scott Powell
 Frank Jabour
2021  Lisa Balbach
 Diane Bolton
2022  Betsy Boris
 Cary Godwin
2023  Nick Roster
 Sarah Montgomery-Richards
2024  Tamara Coleman
 Samuel Boase-Miller

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Laura J. Oblinger, Chair
Mark B. Keely, Vice Chair
Chris M. Bott, Secretary
Andrew K. Robitshek, Treasurer

Nick Nissley, Ed.D., NMC President

Pamela T. Horne
Kenneth E. Warner 
Kennard R. Weaver

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY NOTICE
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all persons and does not unlawfully dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status 
or veteran status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions. nmc.edu/nondiscrimination
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